The Surgical Biology of Cancer.
The surgical principles in the treatment of cancer were first clearly enunciated in 1906 by Halsted in the treatment of carcinoma of the breast, namely wide surgical removal of the breast together with the regional lymph nodes to which it spreads. The hope was that the regional nodes would serve as filters and prevent the spread of malignant cells into the blood stream, enabling the surgeon to excise every last cancer cell from the patient, thereby curing the cancer.